Criteria for assessing applications to the Manawatu Reuniting Refugee Families Trust
1. As this Trust is administered in the Manawatu region, preference will be given to applicants whose normal place of residence is in the Manawatu region.

2. The applicant must be a former refugee.

3. The application must relate to immediate family members, and preference will be given to those who are in a refugee-like situation, although not necessarily in a refugee camp.

4. For the purposes of this Trust, immediate family members includes spouse, child, parent, sibling, grandparent, grandchild, aunt, uncle, niece, nephew, fiancé, de facto partner, step-family member and any other family member with whom the applicant has a strong emotional bond. 

5. An application can be made for:

(i) Application fees charged by the New Zealand Immigration Service;

(ii) The cost of medical reports required by the New Zealand Immigration Service;

(iii) The fee to lodge an appeal with the Residence Appeal Authority;

(iv) The cost of airfares to bring approved family members to New Zealand; and

(v) Any other related expenses, at the discretion of the trustees.

6.  An applicant for fees charged by the New Zealand Immigration Service must provide sufficient evidence to show that the applicant’s family members prima facie satisfy the requirements of one of the categories for residence or visiting, as determined by the New Zealand Immigration Service. These categories include:

· Family Category 

(i) Marriage and De Facto Relationships.

(ii) Proxy Marriages and Fiancé Relationships.

(iii) Parents.

(iv) Sibling / Adult Child.  

(v) Dependent Child. 

· Humanitarian Category

6.1 Each of the above categories have specific criteria for approval, as specified in the New Zealand Immigration Service manual. For example, under the parent category, the parent must have no dependent children and all adult children must live permanently outside the country in which the parent is living; or, the parent must have no dependent children and have an equal or greater number of adult children living in New Zealand than in any other country; or, if the parent has dependent children, the parent must have an equal or greater number of adult children in New Zealand than in any other country and the number of dependent children must be the same as, or less than, the number of adult children in New Zealand. 

To qualify for residence in New Zealand as a sibling or adult child, the sibling or adult child must be single and have no children and have no other immediate family in their own country.

To qualify for residence in New Zealand as a dependent child, the dependent child must be 19 years old or younger, single, with no children. 

Under the humanitarian category, the principal applicant or a New Zealand party must be suffering serious physical harm and/or serious emotional harm.

6.2 If an applicant’s family members do not prima facie satisfy the requirements of one of these categories for residence or visiting, an application for the fees cannot be approved.

6.3 Any application relating to a visitor visa will not normally be approved for temporary entry purposes, such as a holiday, but may be considered for a visit pending approval of an application for permanent residence, such as in the case of a fiancé.

7. An application for the cost of medical reports required by the New Zealand Immigration Service can only be approved in cases where the applicant can provide sufficient evidence to show that the applicant’s family members prima facie satisfy the requirements of one of the categories for residence or visiting, as prescribed by the New Zealand Immigration Service.

8. In assessing an application for the fee to lodge an appeal with the Residence Appeal Authority, the Trustees will consider all the circumstances of the case and the likely chance, in the opinion of the Trustees, of success on appeal based on the criteria outlined in the New Zealand Immigration Service manual and precedents.

9.  In assessing an application for the cost of the airfares to bring approved family members to New Zealand, the Trustees will take into account the nature and closeness of the relationship, the number of family members involved, the urgency of the situation, the total cost involved and other relevant factors. 

10. Payment Options: Depending on the circumstances of the applicant and the total amount involved, the Trustees may decide to make any payment on the following basis;

(i) payment in full;

(ii) payment in part;

(iii) a short term or long term interest free loan; or

(iv) a gift;

(v) a combination of gift and loan.

11.
The beneficiary will be expected to make a financial Koha wherever possible towards the costs of the application.

12.
When insufficient funds are available, or where the application cannot be considered for any other reason, the application will be returned to the applicant and the applicant will be advised to make an application at a later date.

13. 
Priority may be given to applicants who have not previously been allocated money from the fund.

14.
Applications will not necessarily be considered in the order in which they are received. 

15.
Priority will be given to applications where there is evidence of urgency due to sickness, disability, women alone or at risk.

16.
When assessing applications, the Trustees shall have regard to any conditions or preferences (whether or not consistent with these criteria) expressed by any donor or grantor to the Trust Fund as to the use of particular donations, grants or income.

17. When a donation is made for a specified refugee, that money will be held specifically for that refugee (notwithstanding that the specified refugee may not otherwise qualify under these criteria) and will not be used for any other purpose. If, for any reason, the money is unable to be allocated to that refugee, the donation will be returned to, or used as directed by, the donor.

18. All decisions and determinations by the Trust shall be conclusive and there is no right of appeal to, or review by, any person, entity or authority (except to the extent that rights of appeal or review cannot by law be excluded).

19. The Trust may, but need not, give to any applicant reasons for any decision or determination.

20. Payments will be made directly to the provider of the goods or services, wherever possible.

21. All applications will be subject to the Constitution and Rules of the Trust.

